Table of Contents
Silicon Web Costumers' Guild
President’s Message
From the Editor
From the Web Diva
From the Secretary
From the Treasurer
Author Acknowledgements
Event Spotlight
Visions of the Past: 2017 Retro-Hugos at Worldcon 76
This rare historic event recognizes works from 1942
Website Spotlight
Women in Trousers: A Visual Archive
Online archive celebrates women wearing trousers
Feature Articles
The Hand(book) of Fear
Recreating a favorite character from the Tom Baker era
Nearly “Naked” Dressing in Films of the 1930s
Appearing “naked” without actually showing too much
William Ware Theiss: Costuming Dangerously
Designing women’s costumes for Star Trek TOS
Short Subjects
Birth of a Sewing Machine
Movie depicts how Singer sewing machines were made
Daily Victorian Collection of Fashion Advertisements
Historical advertising material available online
“Undressed” Exhibit at the Frick Museum, Pittsburgh
Exhibit shows how fashion relies on what lies beneath
University Creates First Public Menswear Archive
First dedicated archive of men's fashion goes online
Upcoming
Calendar of Events
Ongoing Events

The Virtual Costumer Volume 15, Issue 4
Copyright © 2017 Silicon Web Costumers’ Guild

The Virtual Costumer (ISSN 2153-9022) is a publication of the Silicon Web
Costumers’ Guild (SiW), a non-profit, volunteer-run chapter of the International
Costumers' Guild (ICG)

3
4
6
6
6
8

Copyright © 2017 Silicon Web Costumers’ Guild. This work is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NoncommercialNo Derivative Works 3.0 United States License. Images, and
material related to novels, movies, exhibits, or otherwise owned by others, remain
the property of their respective copyright holders.
Authors with "*" beside their names are Silicon Valley Costumers' Guild members.

9

About the Cover
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The cover features actress Jean Harlow in a publicity
photo for Bombshell. Harlow was the original platinum
"Blonde Bombshell" with a flair for comedy. Others have
followed, but she set the standard. The role of "Lola Burns"
in the movie was a parody based on a combination of Clara
Bow's and a bit of Harlow's real-life experiences.
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Costumes were by Adrian, who also designed for her
in Dinner at Eight the same year. Adrian was going for a
good girl/bad girl look. This is the gown Lola wears to the
Cocoanut Grove with a floor length lame jacket. It does not appear to have
survived, but the images show the design to be bugle beaded and likely made of
matte silk crepe georgette, a favorite fabric in Adrian's repertoire at that time.
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The colorized image was created by Victor Mascaro, who specializes in
colorizing images of Hollywood golden-age stars. Each image takes him several
hours. Victor’s special interest is in Jean Harlow. See more of Victor’s work on
Instagram and Facebook, and read an interview on The Platinum Blog.
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A Great Holiday Gift Idea!
Looking for an inexpensive holiday gift idea for your
costuming friends or a young adult in your family? How about a
membership in the Silicon Web Costumers' Guild?

44
45

For the cost of two movie tickets, they receive an entire
costuming community, and a great costuming magazine, too! You'll
get an announcement to send with your gift membership.
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