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Message from the President 

Richard Man 

Another year rushes by and with spring just 
around the corner, another year of exciting costuming 
events awaits us.  Foremost in many of our  minds is 
probably Costume-Con 26 (http://www.cc26.info ),  to be 
held in San Jose on April 25th-28th. While not officially 
associated with the SiliconWeb, the CC26 concom and 
staff list reads like a who's who of our membership. If 
you have not registered already, please do so and join 
us for 4 days of costuming and fun. It's still not too late to 
enter the masquerade competitions (or the doll show, or 
the Mad Scientist Props) either. Check the website for 
details. 

As many of you know, I channel my creativity 
into photography (and 
Chinese calligraphy) rather 
than making costumes. I. 
Here's a little story: when we 
went down to Anime LA in 
early January, I was feeling a 
bit down despite ALA being 
one of our favorite cons. On 
Friday, I was asked to do a 
photoshoot for a couple 
cosplayers. Seeing them 
capturing their characters in 
the costumes they made 
brightened my day considerably. I guess after all, this is 
why we are compelled to create, it makes us feel good. 

As Costume Con draws near, it is also the 
traditional time for SiliconWeb to consider their slate of 
officers. I have served as the President for this 
organization for two years and it is probably time for me 
to move on. 

 SiliconWeb is unique amongst the ICG 
chapters. We have a fairly large membership base, and 
with our geographical location being the "web," we draw 
our members from all over, including one member from 
Japan. Our organization has a lot of potential and I hope 
one of you will step up to the role. 

http://www.cc26.info/
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My first Historical Dress 

By Martha Champion 

Shortly after I started volunteering at History San Jose, I found the Portraits of the Past group 
here at the Museum.  They put together a really wonderful show that combines small historical 
vignettes and gorgeous fashions.  

 I started out by being a Dresser and helping the lLadies into their fashions, and later I 
borrowed a dress from the DeLuz house so I could be out on stage.  I had so much fun that I wanted 
to have a really authentic 1860ôs Victorian dress.   

I found the ñPatterns of Fashionò, a wonderful pattern book by Janet Arnold.  She took real 
dresses and then made up the line drawings from the individual pieces.  This dress that I fell in love 
with is in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.   

The dress diagram page had all the pieces drawn in 1/8ò scale so if you made a dress straight 
from the drawings they would fit a Barbie doll.  A friend of mine in Colorado volunteered to make the 
dress.  She had to make the doll size and then enlarge the entire thing.   

One problem quickly emerged.  All the dresses of this era were hand made for just one person.  
Clothes that were ready made and in sizes did not occur till after the American Civil War.  The lady 
that this dress was made for was very short waisted and very tiny.  The muslin pattern pieces flew 
back and forth, because even with 
measurements you need a real person to fit the 
clothes.  

I was advised that if I wanted the correct 
cotton print I needed to find a quilt store that 
had the antique patterns.  I found a pattern I 
liked and ordered an entire bolt because the 
dress was going to take over 12 yards of 
material!  We had to measure the drop on the 
skirt with a large hoop and the size of the hoop 
on the bottom.  The skirt is 12 feet around.  
Whew!   

After 8 months I had my dress in hand 
and wore it to the Harris-Lass Tea where 
Portraits of the Past was the main attraction.  
My mother found the beautiful silk shawl that 
my Great Aunt Tante Jean had brought back 
from Paris in 1925.   

                                      Martha and young friendŸ 

 

To complete the outfit I found high 
button type shoes at a consignment store, a 
Chinese paper parasol at a garage sale, a 
reticule that a friend made to match the dress, a 
hoop from my wedding dress, and a black hat 




